
The Magus 

“And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky 
to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as 
signs to mark sacred times, and days and years.”   Genesis 

1:14 



Akkadia 
The Maggi were Akkadian astrologers, and following the 
Sumerian empire, the second empire that ever was, just up river 
from the Garden of Eden. The prophet Daniel was made head of 
the Maggi in Babylon. Later, the Maggi even had successfully 
predicted Alexander The Great’s death.   

A star is said to have gone before them from Jerusalem to 
Bethlehem. This points to them having seen a single planet. In 
reality, the sign was not the planet itself, but rather what the 
planet actually did. Therefore, if the magi came from 
Mesopotamia and said that they saw the new king’s star, they 
would have meant that they saw a planet doing something. This 
event was the sign that foretold what the newborn would 



achieve in life. The sight of a planet or star it itself would not 
have told them anything. 

The Enuma Anu Enlil  
The ancient book of Akkadian astrology, the Enuma Anu Enlil, 
was the book the magi used to interpret the motion of the 
planets. It was different from Babylonian and the later Greek/
Roman astrology which came later. Contrary to the later, it is 
very black and white, leaving little for interpretation.  

Know that in that time, astrology was an exclusive service to a 
royal court. Commoners had no access or knowledge of the 
Omens. 

The Journey 
The biblical story clearly says that the magi saw something in 
the east, which made them travel to Jerusalem; from there, the 
star led them to Bethlehem. 

The Maggi were lead to Jerusalem because it was the Capital of 
the land that the omens mentioned below pointed to.  

There the Magi were told by Herod that the Jews believed 
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, and instructed them to go 
there.  



However, they were certainly not “Kings”, there is no 
information of how many there were, and we have no idea what 
their names were. That is all fake news.  

The “Star” of Bethlehem  
A star and a planet were the same thing to the diviners in 
Mesopotamia. A planet is simply a star that is wandering – just 
as it was to the Greeks. 

In Akkadian times, in the Greco-Roman world and even in the 
modern era, the word “star” has both the narrow meaning that 
we have, and a wider meaning of sign. Thus, a star could be a 
single star or planet, a constellation, or the message conveyed 
by such. This goes all the way back to Sumerian times, when 
the symbol for “star” could also be used for constellation.  

The word for star, “MUL”,  is the same as the word for planet, 
which is not surprising since planets were seen as wandering 
stars. However, the term MUL could also be used for a whole 
constellation, because its basic meaning is “sign”. 

In Babylonia, the planets were connected to gods, but were not 
always named after them. The Babylonian pattern is that the 
highest god is represented by the wandering star Jupiter- 
Marduk. In Rome, Jupiter was the King of the Gods. For the 
Greeks, it represented Zeus.  

In Babylon, Venus is a female goddess of fertility- Ishtar. For the 
greeks, she was Aphrodite, goddess of love. For the Romans, 
the same.  



Herod’s Clue 
The Magi left Jerusalem to Bethlehem, approximately 8 miles 
away. Assuming Jupiter was the Star of Bethlehem, the magi 
could have travelled early in the morning, when Jupiter was still 
visible. In the early morning, Jupiter was south of Jerusalem, 
and thus in the direction of Bethlehem. If the magi travelled in 
the early morning they would probably have followed the normal 
route between Jerusalem and Bethlehem: Derech Beit Lechem. 
This route follows the terrain and slowly turns to the west. If 
the magi started at a suitable hour, they would have had Jupiter 
in front of them as they left Jerusalem. If they travelled by 
donkey, camel or horse – slightly faster than the speed of 
walking – they would have had Jupiter in front of them all the 
way to Bethlehem, since Jupiter would have moved slowly to 
the west just as the road slowly turned west. 

When the magi approached Bethlehem, which at that time was 
probably a very tiny settlement, Jupiter might have appeared to 
have stopped ( “planetary station”).  rest on top of a house, 
which the magi went into. Such a journey could, thus, be seen 
by the magi as if Jupiter had gone before them all the way to 
Bethlehem, and finally stopped over the right house. 

The magi did study when the planets reached their stationary 
point, that is, when they made a halt. In fact, that was one of 
the main things the magi studied. They could actually calculate 



the speed of Jupiter; that they could do so has only just been 
discovered, in 2016. 

They used their fingers to study the movements of planets, and 
when they could not measure a movement, because it was 
approaching or at station, they reached the conclusion that the 
planet had halted. 

it is likely that the magi travelled in the morning, if they went to 
Judah in 2 BC. It is thus quite possible that they found that 
Jupiter had stopped in the morning. Such an event is actually 
described in Enuma Anu Enlil. 

**** “If Jupiter becomes steady in the morning, enemy kings will 
be reconciled.” 

Prince of Peace 
Akkadian words for “reconciliation” and “peace” are the same, 
the sign over Bethlehem could have been interpreted as a peace 
sign. The Bible account says the Angels announcing Jesus’ birth 
to the shepherds in the field, proclaimed, “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his 
favor rests'." 

Amurru is Israel 
The conjunction took place in the west, a direction called 
Amurru. This is the name in the divination manual for present-
day Israel, Lebanon, Jordan and western Syria. 



According to the divination manual the meeting of Venus and 
Jupiter also meant that there would be a “reign of destruction 
(concerning) the king of Amurru”  and the sign also happened in 
the west, so it would strengthen their assumption that Amurru 
was involved in the coming of a new king. 

The political situation of the time and the interpretation of the 
signs according to Enuma Anu Enlil make it fully possible that 
the magi would consider a trip to Jerusalem, especially since the 
divination manual also suggested that a soldier would be sent to 
the enemy.  

The Omen Required Travel 
Without a soldier at hand, the magi might have been tempted 
to travel to Israel to proclaim what they had seen, in order to 
strengthen the possibility that the omen would come true. 

The events of 13th September 3 BC and 17th June 2 BC are 
in themselves the best explanation as to why the magi would 
have decided to travel to Jerusalem. That the events in the sky 
and the interpretation of them can be found in Revelation is 
strong evidence that these events were the background to the 
story of the Star of Bethlehem. The combination of these 
events on these two dates is extremely rare. Thus, if 
Revelation 12 rests on these observations, it rests on 
observations 2 och 3 BC. 

the magi saw events in the sky in 3 BC and 2 BC and then 
travelled to Jerusalem, probably arriving in Bethlehem on around 
25th December 2 BC. 



The Omens 
In relation to the Star of Bethlehem, it seems clear that when 
Venus passed Jupiter on 17th June 2 BC, it constituted a very 
rare series of conditions, and the prediction for the magi from 
this would have been that a king from Amurru would kill the king 
of Akkad and take the throne. Any Magus observing the events 
in the night sky in September in 3 BC and in June in 2 BC 
would therefore have come to approximately the same 
conclusions in terms of predictions, no matter which version of 
Enuma Anu Enlil they were consulting. 

That the star is said to have went before them from Jerusalem 
to Bethlehem points to them having seen a single planet. In 
reality, the sign was not the planet itself, but rather what the 
planet actually did in relation to the other stars. Therefore, if 
the magi came from Mesopotamia and said that they saw the 
new king’s star, they would have meant that they saw a planet 
doing something that was corresponded to an omen  that 
foretold what the newborn would achieve in life.  

The omens relevant for 13th September 3 BC were:  

*Someone will rise, kill the king and seize the throne.   
*Women will have difficulty giving birth. 



The omens relevant for 17th June 2 BC were: If Venus reaches 
Sulpae [another name for Jupiter] and they follow upon each 
other: high water will carry off the land.  

If Venus reaches ditto and passes it:  
*Amighty high water will come.  

If Venus and ditto come close:  
*A reign of destruction (concerning) the king of Amurru. 

 If Venus comes near ditto: the land altogether: 
* Brother will become hostile to his brother. 

 If Venus enters Jupiter (UD.AL.Tar): 
*The king of Akkad will die, the dynasty will change, either a 
soldier will go out or the enemy will send a message (asking for 
peace) to the land. 

 In the omens above, we can see that the closer Venus comes 
to Jupiter, the worse this is for Akkad and the king of Akkad.  

The signs in 3 BC and 2 BC both meant that the king of Akkad 
would die and the dynasty would change; these signs were nine 
months apart. The destruction would come from Amurru, and 
the sign was seen to the west, in the direction of Amurru. It is 
very probable, then, that the magi would have connected these 
two signs. There would be a war with Amurru; the king from 
Amurru would kill the king of Akkad and take the throne. The 
sign about a difficult pregnancy, plus the time span of nine 
months between the two, could then have been interpreted as 
a sign that the new king was about to be born, in a difficult 



birth. Thus, the description in Revelation 12 fits perfectly with 
the omens. 

Two Very Rare Signs 9 Months Apart 
Jupiter retrograding above Regulus in 3 BC and 2 BC Jupiter 
regularly passes Regulus, which is the brightest star in Leo. It 
takes approximately twelve years for Jupiter to complete its 
journey around the sun, and thus Jupiter passes Regulus at 
least once every twelve years. However, the passing over 
Regulus can sometimes coincide with a retrograde motion. In 
such cases, Jupiter will pass Regulus three times in less than a 
year. Since Jupiter represents the highest god in Rome as well 
as in Babylonia, it is the principal planet and represents kingship. 
The name Regulus means “prince” or “little king”. One theory is 
that the triple meeting in 3 BC and 2 BC was interpreted as a 
sign that the gods had chosen a new king, or more precisely, 
that a new king would be born. Since the sign occurred in the 
Lion, and Israel/Judah was seen as being connected to the Lion, 
some think that this was an omen about an important Jewish 
prince being born 

Conjunction of Jupiter and Venus on 17th June 2 BC Jupiter and 
Venus came close to each other on several occasions in the 
year 2 BC, and on 17th June that year the two planets came 
so close to each other that to the naked eye it looked as if they 
had merged into a new star. The brightest objects in the sky 



are the sun, the moon, Venus and Jupiter. When Venus and 
Jupiter come right next to each other, their joint light is 
considerably stronger, seeming like a very bright star or planet. 
Such a conjunction is very rare and would have been of great 
interest to the magi, especially since it is mentioned in Enuma 
Anu Enlil.  They were less than 6’ min apart.  

The two events were nine months (39.7 weeks) apart, which 
the magi would have noticed. 

If the magi saw the connection between the two events, they 
might have concluded that a king of Judah (given the lack of 
other important kings in the Amurru area) would overthrow the 
king of Akkad. Since the other sign came nine months after the 
first, it is possible to suppose that the magi might have seen 
this as a sign that the king had been born, 

Revelation  12 
“A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the 

sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars 
on her head. She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was 

about to give birth.” 

It is  possible to see Revelation 12 as a description of the 
Virgin with the Lion above her head, being lit up by the sun 
while she had the moon at her feet. 

On 13th September 3 BC, the year of the Star of Bethlehem, 
the new moon appeared in the west. To the Babylonians, as well 



as to the Jews, this heralded the start of a new month. To the 
Jews, it was also the start of a New Year. 

the mornings of the 13th and 14th sept 3 BC, were special in 
another way: Jupiter passed Regulus in the Lion, and came very 
close to it. At daybreak on these days, the moon would have 
been at the feet of Virgo. The sun would then have lit up Virgo, 
and this would have told the magi that it was the ruling 
constellation among the star signs at that moment. On these 
two dates, Jupiter would also have been at its closest to 
Regulus, and when they saw this, the magi would have known 
that it was a sign of the death of the king of Akkad; it would 
have been the first time they witnessed this in their lifetimes. 

The uniqueness of the Sept date is the new moon / Jewish new 
year- at the feet of the virgin. combined with the Regulus 
Jupiter conjunction, and the sun behind the virgin.  

Herod Inquired when this first sign appeared and used it to 
calculate how young to kill all the kids in Bethlehem (that was 
prophet-iced too).   



 
Here we see how Jupiter passes back and forth thru the heart 
of the Lion ( Regulus - “little King”), 3 times.  



Here we see the 
powerful conjunction 
of Venus and Jupiter 
- They would appear 
as 1 super bright 
star, blowing away 
anything ever seen 
before.  



 

This version of Leo’s asterism has 12 stars. It is based on star 
diaries from Mesopotamia. Our Roman/Greek version of Leo only 
has 9 stars. 


